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countries like North Korea, other places
where we have had evidence over the years
that there’s been development of such
weapons?

The President. Well, clearly, in terms of
North Korea, we want North Korea to
allow inspectors in, to determine whether
or not they are. We've had that discussion
with North Korea. I made it very clear
to North Korea that in order for us to
have relations with them, that we want to
know, are they developing weapons of mass
destruction? And they ought to stop pro-
liferating.

So part of the war on terror is to deny
terrorist weapons getting—l mean, weapons
to be used for means of terror getting in
the hands of nations that will use them.
And so I'm not quite sure of the

Q. T'm just asking if you've expanded
your definition to countries who don’t just
harbor terrorists but also develop such
weapons.

The President. Have 1 expanded the defi-
nition? I've always had that definition, as
far as I'm concerned.

Yes, ma’am.

Pakistan

Q. Mr. President, you've said a number
of times you will go to all lengths to get
members of Al Qaida. There’s now news
that Pakistan has airlifted some of its citi-
zens back to Pakistan. Are you concerned
that they may be taking members of Al
Qaida and will not turn them over?

The President. No, I'm not. We've had
good discussions with Pakistan. They under-
stand the objective is to bring Al Qaida
to justice, and they've indicated they’ll help
us do so.

All right, thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:35 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Ms. Mercer’s father,
John Mercer; Danny Mulkey, assistant pas-
tor, Antioch Community Church, Waco, TX;
President Jose Maria Aznar of Spain; and
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The mili-
tary order of November 13 on detention,
treatment, and trial of certain non-citizens
in the war against terrorism is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

Statement on Signing the Departments of Veterans Affairs and Housing
and Urban Development, and Independent Agencies Appropriations Act,

2002
November 26, 2001

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2620,
the “Departments of Veterans Affairs and
Housing and Urban Development, and
Independent Agencies Appropriations Act,
2002.”

I appreciate the bipartisan effort that has
gone into producing this Act. The Act
abides by the agreed upon aggregate fund-
ing level for Fiscal Year 2002 of $686 bil-
lion and supports several of my Administra-
tion’s key initiatives with:

e $955 million for the Veterans Affairs
Duty to Assist initiative to improve
performance in claims processing and
assist veterans with their claims;

e $160 million for the National Science
Foundation Math and Science Partner-
ships initiative, which provides funds
for States to join with institutions of
higher education in strengthening
math and science education in grades
K-12; and
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* $50 million for the Housing and Urban
Development Down Payment Assist-
ance initiative that assists low-income
families with the down payment on
their first home.

Several additional initiatives I have pro-
posed were worthy of funding but are not
part of this bill: the Community Technology
Centers and Improving Access programs in
HUD, the Silver Scholarships and Veterans
Mission for Youth programs under the Cor-
poration for National and Community Serv-
ice, and the VA/DOD Medical Care Choice
initiative.

The Silver Scholarship Program would
have provided Silver Scholarships to 10,000
older Americans who volunteer 500 hours
of service tutoring and mentoring students
in after-school programs. Each $1,000
scholarship could be deposited in an edu-
cation savings account for use by seniors’
children, grandchildren, or another child.
The Veterans Mission for Youth program
would have provided matching grants to
community organizations that connect vet-

erans and retired military personnel with
America’s youth through mentoring, tutor-
ing, after-school, and other programs.

The VA/DoD Medical Care Choice ini-
tiative would ensure that all military retir-
ees annually choose either the Department
of Defense or the Department of Veterans
Affairs as their health care provider. This
would enhance quality and continuity of
care and prevent duplication of services and
costs.

Several provisions in the Act purport to
require congressional approval before exec-
utive branch execution of aspects of the
bill. My Administration will interpret such
provisions to require notification only, since
any other interpretation would contradict
the Supreme Court ruling in INS wv.
Chadha.

GEORGE W. BusH
The White House,
November 26, 2001.

Norte: H.R. 2620, approved November 26,
was assigned Public Law No. 107-73.

Remarks Honoring the United States Nobel Laureates

November 27, 2001

Ambassador, thank you very much. Wel-
come. Dr. Marburger, thanks for putting
this on. We're so honored that so many
great Americans have shown up today.
Laura and I are thrilled to not only greet
you but host a reception after this brief
dialog.

I want to welcome all the Nobel laure-
ates, past and present. I want to thank
Members of the Congress for being here.
I want to thank members of my Cabinet
for coming. And I am grateful that family
and friends have joined such a distin-
guished crowd.

As the Ambassador said, for a century
now the Nobel Prize has recognized human
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striving and accomplishment. Since 1901
more than 700 Nobel Prizes have been
awarded, and a third of those to Americans.

Standing with me are seven of those who
have been selected this year. Among their
achievements are pathbreaking discoveries
in physics, helpful insights in the workings
of the market economies, and a new treat-
ment for Parkinson’s disease. And all of
America congratulates them.

Each Nobel laureate here today belongs
to a incredibly select group of people. It
includes the names of Martin Luther King,
Jr.; George C. Marshall; T.S. Eliot; Albert
Einstein; Vice President Charles Dawes;
and President Theodore Roosevelt, the first
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